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sjs [l Heater Core Removal -- How I Did It
Need a Spot #1015165 - 07/06/25 07:43 PM

Reged: 05/01/15
Posts: 20

Loc: Waretown,
New Jersey

Finding myself with the problem of a very leaky heater core on my 1996 Sportage
exactly what would be involved with replacing it. There were quite a few good tips
from Nukeiridium, and they were very informative.

What it all boiled down to it seems was the difficulty lay in removing the heater/co«
breaking of the A/C seal by removing the compressor hoses. It seems like a lot anc
inevitable. It had to be done.

I went over to the Kia Motors site and mucked about finding out how to remove the
than I expected. Once the dash was out I figured out where the heater core was lo
shaped protrusion, bent slightly to the left, on the heater control box. I noticed it w
at that. It gave me an idea.

Rummaging around in my toolbox I found my carpenter's knife. I inserted a brand

The part of the heater box that holds the heater core sticks out about an inch or so
halfway between the box and the end of the heater core protrusion. I wasn't worrie
underneath the cut since the only thing underneath it was the old heater core I wa:
as even cut all around I pulled the "cover" off. There was the old heater core starin

The next thing was to remove the the heater hoses from the old heater core. I four
this forum for removing the spark plugs and for cleaning the throttle body to be he
removed I had a pretty clear shot of the hose clamps to the heater core.

Once the hoses were removed I went back and pulled out the old heater core. I the
This took about 10 seconds or less.
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With the new heater core in I had my brother Al hold the heater core in while I wer
the new heater core. If someone isn't holding it in the core will tend to move away
push the hoses on the new core. That done it was onto the next step.

Lightly sanding any rough stuff off the heater box and the heater "cover" I just cre
some stuff I had around. You can use whatever floats your boat -- gorilla glue, etc.

Then I grabbed the old handyman's friend, duct tape, to tape and hold the cover in
finished it all up with a big bead of RTV on top on the glue. Not really much needs f
pressure to speak of on the back of the heater core, nor does the end of it support
make and keep an airtight seal, that's all.

After that it was put the dash back in, clean the throttle body (since it was already
because -- why not?

I hope this helps someone someday.

Stanley

Some Pics:

Here is the heater core hiding place.

http://www.4x4wire.com/forums/showflat.php?Cat=& Board=UBB70& Number=1017421 2008-01-24


http://www.4x4wire.com/forums/showflat.php?Cat=&Board=UBB70&Number=1017421

4x4Wire.com's Trail Tak Forums: Heater Core Removal -- How | Did It Page 3 sur 12

The old heater core out. The new one goes in the same way.
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Out and on the way to the trash.

otice Brand Mew Bladea
Fal

Special heater core removal tool.
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Some glue I used. Use whatever you think best.

Handyman's Friend.
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Everet
Mudrunner

Reged: 06/08/10
Posts: 405
Loc: Silicon
Valley, CA

Iron

Mudrunner

i——) (A nnm;a'iﬁi&:‘n
Reged: 06/10/05
Posts: 303

Loc: Edmonton,
Alberta

blitz
Wheeler

Brother Al helps Out. A lot!
Edited by sjs (07/06/25 09:36 PM)

Post Extras: @ %)@j @'

&7 Re: Heater Core Removal -- How I Did It [Re: sjs]
#1015191 - 07/06/25 09:10 PM

AWESOME WRITEUP!!! Good idea with the carpet knife @6 I am going to check ou
I can offer advice on what the best type of glue to use would be. It looks like you u
the trick for the most part.

How many hours did it take you? You might include url's to the site that told you hi
And I take it that your way doesn't require removing the AC hoses!! That will be gr
What brand core did you end up using? Were the ends crimped or glued on?

Again, THANKS for the detailed writeup.

Everet @F

Post Extras: @ %)@j @'

L[] Re: Heater Core Removal -- How I Did It [Re: Everet]
#1015202 - 07/06/25 09:48 PM

LOL! I love the Canadian content!

Was going to do my heater core on mine in a week or two, will try your ideal!

Post Extras: @ %)@j @'

L[] Re: Heater Core Removal -- How I Did It [Re: Iron]
#1015337 - 07/06/26 08:17 AM
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Reged: 04/12/21
Posts: 150

Airdale73013

Rock Warrior

Reged: 03/08/18
Posts: 586

Loc: Oklahoma
City, OK

Hydra747
Body Damage is
Cool

Reged: 06/06/29

Posts: 2405
Loc: Edinburg,
Texas

sjs

Need a Spot

Reged: 05/01/15
Posts: 20

Loc: Waretown,
New Jersey

sjs
Need a Spot

Reged: 05/01/15
Posts: 20

do you think it would be posible to cut firewall and pull core into engine compartme
my dash.i dont need one yet ,but i will someday im sure.

Post Extras: ﬁ ﬁ @'

L[] Re: Heater Core Removal -- How I Did It [Re: sjs]
#1015338 - 07/06/26 08:19 AM

Clever, good work and excellent information. @6

Post Extras: @ %)@j @'

L] Re: Heater Core Removal -- How I Did It [Re: Airdale73013]
#1015345 - 07/06/26 08:37 AM

OutStanding! @F

Post Extras: @ %)@j @'

L[] Re: Heater Core Removal -- How I Did It [Re: Everet]
#1015531 - 07/06/26 07:11 PM

Thanks for your reply.

We started after breakfast and were finished by lunch. Maybe 5 hours. But beer we
I can't link to the exact page because of the way Kia set up the site. Go to Kia Tect
No, you don't have to deal with the AC system at all. It doesn't enter into the job o

I don't remember what brand but it was but I know it wasn't the cheap brand. I us
supplier for this job since I had no desire to go back in and do it over. Regular stuft

The ends were crimped.

Stanley

Post Extras: @ %ﬁ) @

L[] Re: Heater Core Removal -- How I Did It [Re: Iron]
#1015536 - 07/06/26 07:30 PM

You don't have follow all of the instructions from Kia on pulling the dash to get to t
steering wheel, steering column and front seats and such. Just get the dash out an
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Loc: Waretown,
New Jersey

sjs
Need a Spot

Reged: 05/01/15
Posts: 20

Loc: Waretown,
New Jersey

blitz
Wheeler

Reged: 04/12/21
Posts: 150

Lou
Wheeler

B bt

Reged: 04/03/15
Posts: 246

Loc:
Chicoutimi,Canada

Lou
Wheeler

Reged: 04/03/15
Posts: 246

Loc:
Chicoutimi,Canada

dorkpunch
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Also, disconnect the battery and then turn on your headlight switch to drain any re
You have to disconnect the air bags and you might set a fault only the dealer can c

If possible, let me know how it works out for you. I probably left something out of

Stanley

Post Extras: @ %)@j @'

Il Re: Heater Core Removal -- How I Did It [Re: blitz]
#1015537 - 07/06/26 07:35 PM

No.

Post Extras: @ %ﬁ) @

Il Re: Heater Core Removal -- How I Did It [Re: sjs]
#1015795 - 07/06/27 01:32 PM

Quote:

No.

i was afraid of that. very good write up and pics. will come in handy for many,than
Post Extras: @ %)@j @'

Il Re: Heater Core Removal -- How I Did It [Re: sjs]
#1017421 - 07/07/02 01:16 PM

Superb....the next time I think I smell a coolant odor...(which proved false until no

Post Extras: @ %)@j @'

LI Re: Heater Core Removal -- How I Did It [Re: sjs]
#1056637 - 07/11/26 05:22 PM

....Hi SJS....I had just redirected someone to your post to help him for same job bt
not work anymore..... could you please bring em back to life or did someone copy tl
available ?
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LI Re: Heater Core Removal -- How I Did It [Re: blitz]

2008-01-24


http://www.4x4wire.com/forums/showflat.php?Cat=&Board=UBB70&Number=1017421

4x4Wire.com's Trail Tak Forums: Heater Core Removal -- How | Did It Page 9 sur 12

Wheeler #1056862 - 07/11/27 11:53 AM

Reged: 05/05/11
Posts: 176

Quote:

do you think it would be posible to cut firewall and pull core into engine compartment?
dash.i dont need one yet ,but i will someday im sure.

you DO NOT need to pull the dash to get the core out... just the glove box, radio, ¢
around the radio. thats it. I just did this a month or so ago and posted the pics on

S !

B

|1 ¢
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the screws from behind the radio molding where DANG hard to get, but i got em! t
heater core side, leave the other side alone, bend the molding out, and start cuttin

Post Extras: @ %)@j @'

Hydra747 [l Re: Heater Core Removal -- How I Did It [Re: dorkpunch]
Body Damage is  #1057405 - 07/11/29 11:09 AM
Cool

N

Reged: 06/06/29 . ,
Posts: 2405 I had mine replaced a while ago.

Loc: Edinburg,
Texas
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